
R.A.C.E. Short Answer Example 
 
Article name: Play, Play Again 
 
Final paragraph: “Could play actually help the brain grow? Some scientists think so. 
They believe that play exercises the brain like lifting a weight exercises a muscle. They 
even call play “brain food.” So play on! Your brain will thank you for it.” 
 
CENTRAL IDEA: “Although playing looks like just fun at first, it has an important role in 
animals’ lives.” 
 

QUESTION: How does the final paragraph contribute to the central 
idea of the article? 

 
EXAMPLE ANSWER: The final paragraph contributes to the central idea of 
the article by giving a reason that animals play. The article states that, “play 
exercises the brain.” This is a good reason to play because an animal’s 
brain is important to their survival. Therefore, play is important. 


